Board Journal China Study Travel- Lilja & Nada 5°C

Day 1: March 29th

After a long 12-hour flight, we, the Chinese
classes, arrived at the airport in Shanghai.
After checking into our hotel, we took a bus
to the Bund, where we saw many skyscrapers
and enjoyed the view of the city.

~ Since we were very hungry, we had our first

- Chinese lunch. It was an interesting
s __ experience, because in China, people sit at a
round table with a turmng plate, where many dishes are being shared.

Afterwards, we went to the world-famous shopping street - Nanjing Road, where
we discovered, in small groups, the food, shops and toys.

Later, we went to the Shanghai Tower, it was the highlight of
the day. It is 632 meters tall, which is the tallest building in Asia
and the second tallest in the world. We got up in a very fast

elevator, which went 74 km per hour. From the top of the =
building, we enjoyed the amazing view of the city.

At the end of the day, we had a delicious dinner at a very good g
restaurant. This was a long but exciting first day.




Day 2: March 30th

@ OMG! Today, we visited a bookstore of the Jiao Tong
University, where a university professor gave us a
presentation about artificial intelligence. He explained it in

an interesting way, and we learned many new things. Such
. as “Did you know that Chat GPT had to have a certain
- temperature, so he does not hallucinate ?

',’

| Even though the |
TP . professor brought a
robot, BenBen was his name. He danced
and even gave a kung fu show. [t was really |
fun and we enjoyed it a lot. When I asked
him, "how is the weather in Shanghai
today? He responded, “I will use my eyes

to see the weather in Shanghai”, although he didn’t have a real human face.

Day 3: March 31st

We started the day by taking the bullet train from
Shanghai to Huangshan. It was a bit exhausting
because of our suitcases, but the train itself was very
clean, modern, comfortable and very fast.

We have been welcomed by raining in Huangshan
City! Visiting the Huangshan City Exhibition Hall
was a good escape. There we experienced China’s only cave panoramic theater.
It was an impressive and unique experience.

| Later, we had the chance to taste different kinds of tea from the
region. A tea master explained the different kinds of tea to us,
f which made it even more interesting.

After that, we had some free time to walk around Tunxi Old Street.
We enjoyed our exploring and discovering small shops round.




Day 4: April 1st

The day started with an exciting but also frightening ride,
because of the height, as we took a cable car up the
Huangshan, also known as the Yellow Mountains. It is
one of the most famous scenic spots in China and even a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

As we arrived, we checked in at our hotel, which was 1 of the only 4 hotels on
the Huangshan. We were very lucky that we even
got rooms, because of the national holidays.

In the evening we even saw the sunset, which was
so beautiful.

It was quite an exhausting day because we had to
walk and climb a lot, but it was definitely worth it.

Day 5: April 2nd

It was an early start to the day, as we woke up at 4:30
a.m. in our hotel on the top of the Huangshan mountain
to see the sunrise. We climbed up to a viewpoint, and
the view was incredible. Watching the sun rise over the
mountains felt truly magical and is something 1 will

always remember.

After that, we visited Hongcun, a village with around
1,000 years of history. It is a UNESCO World 2
Heritage Site and is often called “a village in a =+

Chinese painting,” which really fits because it looked 2
exactly like one.



Later, we went to a shop where we could try on traditional Chinese clothes.
Everyone picked an outfit, and it was a hug fun and unique experience. Some
students and even teachers really looked like ancient Chinese. It was very funny,
because many people wanted to take pictures with us, and even called us
beautiful.

In the evening, we joined a parade and walked
through the city carrying fish lanterns. It was
very beautiful, especially with the fireworks
4 lighting up the sky. It was the perfect way to end
the day.

Day 6: April 3rd

That morning started with a Chinese breakfast, which gave us the energy we
needed for the day. After that, we headed to the train station and took a bullet
train to Nanjing.

Even though it was our first day in Nanjing, we managed a lot. Our first stop was
the Mausoleum of Sun Yat-sen, which was really impressive. We first walked the
390 steps up to the mausoleum and walked a little bit around the Mausoleum
before entering it. In the inside there was a big statue who is : ;
about 4.5 meters high made from white marble.

After that, we visited the Confucius Temple. We learned more g
about Confucius and his life. Confucius was a very known and §
nominated Chinese Philosopher who lived in the 6 Century. '

Later, we went to the Imperial
Examination Museum of China. It was fascinating to
see how students in ancient China had to take exams
that lasted up to nine days. I can’t imagine how difficult
that must have been for them.

I was very impressed by many historical events we learned about today and we
learned very much about Chinese culture and history.



Day 7: April 4th

_#3 The day was quite busy and full of different programs. We

. started by visiting the Nanjing Yunjin Brocade Museum,

where we learned how traditional brocade was woven for

y ; i _ \ the emperor’s clothes. It was really interesting to see how

o~ \X detailed and complex the process is. We even did a small
workshop and created our own picture using woven fabric.

After that, we went to the Memorial Hall of the Victims in
Nanjing Massacre. There, we learned more about the Nanjing
Massacre and the terrible things that happened during the
Second World War. To my surprise, this wasn’t even
accepted by the Japanese government, no appearance in their
history and no apologize.

Later, we visited the Yuejiang Tower. From the top, we had
a beautiful view over the Yangtze River, which was a nice and peaceful way to
end the day.

Day 8: April 5th

Today we went from Nanjing to Hangzhou. After resting for two hours on the
train, we finally arrived in Hangzhou.

After lunch we went to Westlake. The normally 15-minute
drive took us more than one hour, because of the national
holiday. But we did it and enjoyed a smooth ride on a boat.
The view and the forest around the lake were very beautiful,
matching the blue water and the golden boats around us.

- Wehad a chance to have a picnic in the park next to the lake
== ~ after our tour with the boat. A peaceful walk around the lake
" gave us the opportunity to take wonderful pictures.

That night, we all went to bed early.



Day 9: April 6th

We began the day with a visit to China

" National Tea Museum. There, we saw how tea
leaves are picked on the plantations and
learned more about the whole tea-making

4 process. A tea master also showed us how to
& make tea foam, which was really interesting to

“ watch, and we could even do once ourselves.

After that, we went to the Lingyin Temple, a beautiful Buddhist temple at a
quiet place in the mountains. While walking through the area, we learned more
about Buddhism and its traditions.

In the evening, we went to West Lake again to see the “Enduring Memories of
Hangzhou” show. This was an impressive show, because the stage is under the
water and one felt that all the actors were performing and dancing on the water!

Day 10: April 7th

Finally, we saw a real panda, although it was sleeping! We
started with Anji’s bamboo Expo Park, where we got to see
giant pandas and red pandas, which were absolutely adorable
and a real highlight.

We enjoyed a farm lunch, where we could taste their own
5 bamboo and corn. After lunch we went to the tea
plantation. We learned how to pick up the tea leaves
and how to roast them. We all
got a small teabox as a gift from
| the farm and even our own tea

= to drink later.

We could not imagine that we would have so much fun
on the farm! We had a party in the bamboo forest. Instead
of digging bamboo shoots, a lot of boys played like
pandas, tasting and climbing on the bamboo and the o |
teachers danced to the music and we had fun with photos and Vldeos Although
we didn’t work a lot, but we still got a lot of bamboo for our next meals.




Day 11: April 8th

Today, was our school day in China, we visited the
Hangzhou Xuejun High School. We got a tour of the
school. Afterwards, during lunch, we had to sit and
talk with the Chinese students, which surprisingly
wasn’t difficult, because they could speak a very
good English. Then we did our Survey, on which we
got a lot of good feedback.

Then we had two courses: Art & Sports. In the art class we did a tie-dye
workshop, which was really fun, because we could even decorate a bookmark
and a mirror. For the sport course, the boys and girls were separated. The boys
played Basketball, Football and Badminton, and the girls did Cheerleading. We
had so much fun, doing cheerleading, because we never do it in Luxembourg.

Not to forgot is that we also visited China’s national Silk Museum. We learned
about the history of silk and how it’s made. We even got another Tie-Dye
Workshop, where we learned
how to turn a piece of silk
38 into something creative.

To end our last day in
Hangzhou, the teachers
organized a party with snacks
and drinks on the rooftop of
our hotel. We could again

{ enjoy the amazing night view
of West Lake.
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Day 12: April 9th

How wonderful! Today, we went back to Shanghai again. We took a train with
the Speed of 287km/h. It was a very smooth ride since the view outside was
breathtaking.



Once we arrived, we visited the beautiful old city of Cheng Huang Miao. We
explored the shops, enjoyed walking through the streets, and experienced the
atmosphere of Shanghai. The shops were especially interesting, as they offered
many things that are very different from what we have in Luxembourg. We also
bought small presents for our loved ones back home.

There was a lively street atmosphere with many food and drink options,
especially bubble tea, which we were excited to try. It was a lot of fun. We even
learned a few new words while interacting with shopkeepers and asking about
prices.

Overall, it was a very special experience, and we learned many new things
during this trip.

Day 13: April 10th

Today we got up and went to breakfast. They had a very big
Buffet with eastern foods, Chinese dishes and even more...
They had much more than here in Europe!

We went to a very beautiful Allee along the Huangpu River.
It was very beautiful and we bought lunch there, so we ate
enjoying the wonderful view of the river. After five
Kilometers of walking, we arrived at a building called
“McDonald’s Hamburger University”.

Later on, we went back to Nanjing Road where we also
_spent some time on the first day, when we arrived in
. Shanghai. Here, we could spend the rest of our Chinese
Yuan.

Late that night, we went to the airport, where our trip sadly came to an end.

Our study trip to China was a wonderful and enriching experience. We had the
chance to learn many new and interesting things about Chinese culture that we
did not know before. During the trip, our Chinese improved a lot because we
used the language every day. Overall, this trip was an amazing and interesting
experience that we will always remember.



